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Juncos Racing Ends Open Practice First and Second with Scuncio and Menezes, 

Horto’s Efforts Result in Seventh, Calderon Suffers Collision with Wall 

  

Newton, Iowa. (June 23, 2011) – Martin Scuncio, 19, and Gustavo Menezes, 16, of 

Juncos Racing secured the top two fastest lap times of today’s four-hour open practice 

session with just over one hundredth of a second separating them.  The result was 

especially fulfilling for two particular reasons; the team is still looking for its first win of 

2011, and they have won the pole and the race at this event for the past two years (with 

Peter Dempsey in 2009 and with Conor Daly in 2010).  The exciting scenario sets up a 

highly anticipated race weekend for the Juncos Racing crew.  

 

Martin Scuncio on open practice: “The car was very good.  It was a great day, and 

even though the weather wasn’t that great, the car was perfect.  I think we all did a great 

job, and I have to say a huge thank you to Juncos Racing for giving me such a great 

car.  I hope we can continue to come in first place and be at the top again tomorrow and 

Saturday.” 

 

Gustavo Menezes on open practice: “Today was really good.  I was really happy with 

the car.  It surprised me that I was able to be flat out after five laps, and as soon as I got 

comfortable, the car just got quicker and quicker.  It was really consistent throughout 

day which is really good to know going into the race.  We played around and got a lot of 

things tested out today, so we know where we are for the race.  Tomorrow, we will work 

on fine tuning and keeping ourselves in P1 and P2 and hopefully P3 and P4!” 

 

Finishing the day with the seventh overall fastest lap time was the No. 7 Juncos 

Racing/Programa Leiloes car of J.V. Horto.  Horto used the day to get a feel for the 

track and the car and try different tactics for the race.  The 20-year-old Brazilian had a 

very successful run at this track last year, qualifying second and finishing third in the 

race, so it’s safe to say he has more good things in store for the weekend. 

 

(more) 
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J.V. Horto on open practice: “First of all, I’m really happy for my teammates finishing 

first and second today.  It was a good practice day for me overall.  I was able to feel the 

car in traffic and try different lines for the race which was a good experience going into 

the weekend.  I did my best lap at the end of the session today, so I know I have more I 

can improve on.  The great thing about having such talented teammates is that we all 

work together and share data and videos, so I can get some tips from them.  We are 

also going to make some changes for tomorrow, so we will see how it goes.” 

 

Tatiana Calderon did not have as positive a day as her teammates did.  After crashing 

at the Milwaukee Mile last weekend, the 18-year-old’s confidence was starting to come 

back this afternoon as she was easily topping her personal track record on this track 

right at the start of the day.  The success didn’t last long, however; as she came around 

a corner, she felt the car snap out from underneath her, and she hit the wall hard, 

ending her day.  The team is working hard to repair the damage and get Calderon back 

out in the field for the rest of the weekend. 

 

Tatiana Calderon on open practice: “I was feeling better today and gaining back the 

confidence I had lost after crashing in Milwaukee, and I was also doing better lap times 

than I did here last year right at the beginning of the day.  Then, I don’t know what 

happened, but the car just snapped, and I lost it and hit the wall.  What can I say, that’s 

racing; sometimes things like this happen, and you just have to keep going.  The team 

is working hard to fix the car for tomorrow, so I want to thank them for that.  Hopefully 

everything will be ready to go again for tomorrow.” 

 

On-track activity for the Iowa Speedway weekend resumes tomorrow at 10:00 a.m. CST 

with the first official practice session of the weekend.  Another practice will take place on 

Saturday, June 25 at 1:00 p.m. CST followed by qualifying at 2:30 p.m. CST and the 

race at 4:15 p.m. CST.  The team would like to extend its continued thanks to OMP 

Racing for its support in providing top of the line racing gear for the team’s drivers.  For 

more information, please go to www.juncosracing.com.   

www.twitter.com/juncosracing 

www.facebook.com/juncosracing  

 

João Victor Horto, #7 Juncos Racing / Programa Leiloes_______________________________________ 

Session Finished Best Lap Time Best Speed 

Open practice 7th  22.319 144.200 

 
Tatiana Calderon, #10 Juncos Racing / JAC Motors___________________________________________          

Session Finished Best Lap Time Best Speed 

Open practice 9th  22.573 142.577 

 
(more) 
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Gustavo Menezes, #28 JR/TRUECar/SafetyPark/Oakley/Performance Physixx/Fitness Concepts/Racing Optics 

Session Finished Best Lap Time Best Speed 

Open practice 2nd  22.044 145.999 

 
Martin Scuncio, #60 Juncos Racing / Fuerza Chile ____________________________________________ 

Session Finished Best Lap Time Best Speed 

Open practice 1st  22.028 146.105 

 
About Juncos Racing: Juncos Racing is centrally located in Vero Beach, Florida, U.S.A. to offer diverse 

levels of racing year round.  Juncos Racing operates out of a state of the art facility which houses 

vehicles suitable for all levels of racing, from go-karts to open wheel Formula race cars.  It is one of the 

few teams in the United States which offers a development program starting from racing go-karts to 

racing professional open wheel race cars. The team’s goal is to provide young and older drivers alike with 

a foundation upon which they can build a career in motorsports. Juncos Racing offers two and three-day 

racing schools which cover theoretical and hands-on driving techniques. With your dedication and the 

team’s expertise and advanced training techniques, Juncos Racing is confident that you will achieve and 

master the fundamentals of racing.  For more information, please visit www.juncosracing.com. 
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